My Name
E'Tom J ones"
-;ny mamonw cnnmw

LONDON

M JONES, the sinis-
terly handsome Welsh-
L ‘man who recently com- -
-"pleted a month’s tour of theﬁ;'.
United States, is the first solo -
- singer- to - top the British hit
- parade since: ‘the Beatles con-
_verted  pop - singing - into--a
~ghoup activity. He is also the

-first citizen of the renowned -}

- “Land of Song” to make a suc-
~ cessful career in beat: music. -
_The Welsh tend to overplug"l_f
* this “Land of Song" thmg, by
“song they usually mean “All °
-Through the Night,” or “Men
'Harlech” = rather: than
-:-“What’s New,: Pussycat""
“ditty ‘that got Jones banned
- from the Ed Suilivan show for
{ "suggestwe wnthmgs

-'The rise of Jones seems to
.-.-:ndxcate a. ‘movement toward_ g
- toughness in the pop world. .
~ »Tiger Tom,” as they call him
“in ‘the 'Rhondda_Valley where
" his father cuts coal in the pits =
“of Pontypridd, is 25 and large
with 1t——-over six feet tall ana '
" as broad as two Beatles put
- together. He has green eyes
‘set in a long, shghtly villain-
_ous face, and his hair, fromj.‘z-
‘forehead . to nape of neck, is a
-mass. of txght. black - curls. re-
j'.sembhng a well-woven fireside
Tug. ‘He even uses hair oil, a_-.-f
- practice .that gwes ‘the: free-
“ flowing - fringes of Liverpool -
“the horrors. Apart from his -
on-stage . writhings, which he
claims - are~ "natural body,f
- movements,” Jones .. eschews
“gimmicks. Even the -pame is
“almost  real.. In full, he is-
: .-Thomas Jones Woodward. .

..j-fR'BLICITY pictures show.

- him clad in white sweat shirt,
;tlght white pants and white
‘shoes. The result suggests a de-
~tergent commercial and Jones
is- gratlfymgly ashamed.
- “Makes me look like a fairy
" prince,” he says, “and I'm not
like that at all.” He's not. His
- personality 'is heavily mascu-
~line. He likes pubs: and beer
-and the sportmg conversatmns
of men,

~Ina trade not noted for in-
'_.-._tegnty, he exudes a cerfain
honesty, and it is this which
- ‘appears to give him a wider
‘appeal than most pop stars.
Men actually like his singing
—*"He sounds sincere, and you
can -hear the words.” When
young girls ask for his auto-
graph, they frequently add:
- *Can I have one for my Mum
as well?”

Outside the stage door at a
Jones concert you will see a
sprinkling of mink wraps as
well as children toting banners
marked “Tom Jones Forever.”
- Record critics praise his ver-
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" WELSH BARD—The outfit “makes
: ..fauy prince,” says smget Jencs, but he is na!ly a!l guy.

( C'outmued from Paqe 67)

£z sahhty. ‘“He can "belt- hke‘
~i Little Richard or scothe like '
. Brook " Benton.”_. He 'sezms to
- -have ‘only one current worry
.i'—-that his style is too mascu-_‘ff
__-'__lme He says: “A lot ‘of the -
- 'younger gn'ls have Sald they re_;i

Te;f‘-i.fnghtened o£ me.” a

g IF the ma]onty of pop smg-i-
.. ers are Mods, Tom Jones is a_
i Rocker. He has his own views
" on the sub;ect ‘and : expresses
& them* m an artlculate Welsh

E .'.way

. steps.

o tIn my teens 1 was a, Teddy;
._";fé-;Boy, and proud of it. I used to
i, wear a sky-blue sult and black_:
.?;Q;-_asuede ‘erepe-soled - ‘shoes.” We'
- were all ~very aggresswe.'—_
-__’,Teddy ‘Boys were men  with
- big shoulders. Our glr'ls were
.;:___aggressive, too. They ‘wore a
-~ lot of makeup and were very
AT tough That's the kmd of thmg f
I grew up with, and it's left
it mark. Teen-agerv don’t’
: '.gz"'.'have to be aggnesswe “today .
~+because  older "peaple ‘aren’t
: fighting them. They can round

'?i_"off the edges.”.

There is another perhaps'.
i miore’ 1mportant ingredient in’
Joness _toughness—his- strug-_f
--'_;ﬁ_;‘_"gle to escape his environment..
. 'He had a long way to travel
from South Wales to the pros-
-+ perity that became his: when
. his recording of “It's Not Un-.
.~ usual” reached the top of the

~ hit’ parade six months ' ago.

Most people born in the som-

“It's a quest:on of the way;‘é_
an you live, se€? The ‘difference -
. _between a Mod and a Rocker
[is a- ‘matter of temperament. )
Mods are very ‘sort of clean’
I and round-shouldered ‘What.
. they. think is smart is to be’
- neat and compact. And ‘'when
- they dance, :t’s w1th damty_f.

mc lclo-\i. . ll(c a

__ __bre valley of the Rhondda'
.-_dream when they are young,
“of ~escaping. ‘Few ' succeed.
’ __Joness father swore- his son
j.,would never become a: ‘miner.

-~ But around Pontypridd there

is not-much else to de; the
_'-.pits are the life and death of
“the men of the valleys. “There
are usually just two ways of
-eseape: ‘by using your, voice,
‘as actors Richard Burton and
j-_Stanley Baker did or by using
_your fists, as a’ “long line of .
‘boxers have done. Both. meth-'_i_
ods need out..lde asmstance

In Jones 'S case, help came m', -'

. the person of Gordon Mills, a
"30-year-old songwrxter and re-:_ -
- cording manager. Mills, who -
‘wrote several hits for the Brit-
ish star Chff Rlﬂh&l’d ‘heard
Jones . singing 'in a’ pub. He
_.'.'_'sayS' “It was obvious that the

boy had talent. T started to

“persuade him to come to Lon-
“don there and then.” Jones' d1d_‘.
‘not take much persuadmg *

- “But,” Jones says, “I wasn t

- ambitious. T don’t’ think I'm
-ambitious now. It “was just"
-that I had no alternative fu-"
ture.”__ ‘He had left 'school -at -
15 .and avoided the pits, only -

to find that there ‘was " little

money to be made elsewhere. -
~He- worked m a: glove factoryf_'j.
as 'a machinist, but the ma-
_ chlnes that brought' the high-~
- est pay. could not be operated
by anyone under 21, so he de-
‘cided - to ~exercise ‘his -well-
" muscled frame on local build-
" ing sites. He laid bricks and’
dug roads and then, while

.meldmg ‘the pick one cold

morning, it came to_him that

- he might as well capitalize on
: hta smgmg vome.

He says: “My tather and

' -'-my. ‘uncle ‘were both singing
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~(Continued f'v-'ém"Page' 69)

;_.Welsh ‘miners. They helonged }
. to every choir for miles around,
and I had sung with them and .
" in ‘most of the chapels:in the -
- district. ‘So "I turned profes- -
~ sional -and began to work the =
* clubs and pubs.” Soon he be-..
- came well known in the beer_ﬁ."_
- halls: of Pontyprldd and "Tl— _

. ger Tom” was born

MILLS . bro_ught_" Jones to -
- London = and ' spent all the
~ money he had made from song- .
- writing on promoting him. He
says: *“After all these groups .
~ who just stand and shake their
rheads I thought the young-._.-.
- sters were ready for a hand- -
' some man who sang well and
- moved his whole body.” (Some-
..one must have said something -
~ exactly like this when" Elvis
- Presley was created, but the
- pr)p world is a small world and':'

numbers wearing 2 dark gray
business suit. - R

Appropnately, on nst. Dax id q

--Day, ‘March -1, the Welsh: na-_:.'i."
_tional day, “Unusual” went to
‘the “top "of the hit parade. .
"Bunches of - leeks, the “Welsh
“emblem, sprea.d theu' ‘heady :
- perfume  through ' his " apart- -
‘ment. Simultaneously, he re- -
“vealed the dread secret of the
Jones family. He had arnved_:__f;
‘in . London described - as ‘a -

bachelor, aged 22. ‘Overnight, -

- with success assured, he gamed
three years, a Wlfe and a 7-_5_?':
__f__year-cld son. T T

‘It appears Ehat .Iones at 16

had. married his . childhood "
" sweetheart,” Malmda and the -
"marrlage had rapidly been '
~blessed by 8- baby to .whom
'.;they gave the name Mark Thej,_ :

pre-dlscovery Jones, and cvery-f_%-

; one else in Pontypndd ‘consid-
';ered thls a mtuatmn ot‘ model ;

AT WORK—Joﬂcs can “ery or croon lo the -
. d:llgl\t of tccn-agen, mea and ‘mums.

i :the wheel comes full cnrcle'j

"f_quickly )

. The reasonmg ‘was sound '_
;;'_enough but they couldn't find.
' a’ song capable  of . boostmg-_-—
| 'Jones to the top. They made
-'-"demonstratwn disk after dem-
___'-_fonstratmn dlSk ‘and all they
“were left with at the end was

a heap of old plastic Jones

~.was thinking of going back to
_the club-and-pub circuit when
 Mills wrote “Unusual.” They

- recorded it with a backmg of

-~ four trumpets, - ‘two -saxes,” a

"f:trombone and ‘an organ. Jones

.was ‘sure the disk would be

| _{"too brassy for the charts.” He
- was spectacularly wrong.

Thus hegan the rise of Tom :

 Jones. 1t was routinely mete-

.-:ionc' no - pop star rises -any

~ other way. Last Christmas he

. was virtually: unknown. By the

-end of January he had a fan

‘club and was gettmg gushing

-;;;Ietters like the ‘one from a
“woman of 52, who  wrote:

- “Youll probably think I'm
nuts but T adore you.”

In February he replaced an

'Amencan, P. J. Proby, in a
- touring. package show. Proby
had become unpopular because
the highlight of his crude act

was to split his trousers.

Jones, unlike Proby, responded

to advice. When the manager

of one dance hall complained
that his all-white breeches
were “too sexy,” he promptly
changed and went through his

_domestlc bliss But the sages_}-_f
‘of ‘London’s Tin Pan Alley '
-shook their heads “You must,”
“they said, "remam e bachelor__ﬁj'_--
“for the purposes of the hit pa- -
‘rade. - Marriage ‘harms - the
_'_-unage " So Malmda and Mark_'{'_‘i’
“were left hehmd -

_'_jIN order that teen—age"?"f?

dreams should contmue un- -

‘shattered, Mrs. Jones, heavily
_velled ]oumeyed to ‘London =

each Saturday for ilticit weelc-j,f
ends with Mr. Jones. She says:-.
“L always posed as ‘a -girl -

“friend. It was rather. thnllmg'j-_;
" pretending not to be married.”’

Jones says: “I'd heard of so .
many :singers who never ‘got =

~ breaks because they had wives. -
- But it's wrong to fool people,

especially teen-agers. I'm glad:;_f

I Owned up w ool

His family status’ does not-'-ilzz

seem .to ‘have harmed him '
" much. He has been around the -
~ Top Twenty through most of .
~the year, mainly because his

big, choir-bred voice is some- -

~ thing of a relief after the suc- -

cession of grunters and reedy;.;f;

Or as Jones himself puts lt, -

. w:th his Welsh scorn for lesser -

singing breeds: “If I didn't-"-"_gl

‘have the voice, T would never__ﬁ

have had the nerve to be.a.

 singer. Some of them nowa-
- days have such small voices I
" wonder whatever put it into'__--_
* their heads to sing at all.”
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